
Nov-Dec 2015  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A look back into the Archives.  
An excerpt from the 1970-71 
Biennial Forest Commissioners 
report  gives an update on the 
spread of Dutch Elm disease in 
Maine, as well as the beginnings 
of the Maine Shade Tree 
program. 
 
Continued on page 3. 
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Some Tree!  No, That Tree! 

Congratulations to American Grove’s 2015 Great 
American Tree Competition winner That Tree, a famous 
Bur Oak located across from 1276 Airport Road in 
Platteville, WI. 53818. 53' tall, with a canopy 75' wide. 
This tree is featured in the book That Tree by Mark 
Hirsch, who photographed it every day for a year 
resulting in a book that chronicles a year in the life of the 
tree. He has continued to photograph the tree and posts 
the photos on his Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/photosofthattree. 

News and Updates 

This newsletter is made possible by a grant from the USDA Forest Service. The USDA 
prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or 
family status. To file a complaint call (202) 720-5964. 

To read the latest Forests for Maine's Future  
Newsletter  
http://www.forestsformainesfuture.org/new-from-the
-woods/ 

November: 
15 Walking tour of Crocker Family Forest, Exeter. 989-6158  
18-19 Arbor Day Foundation Partners Conference, Denver 
19 Restoring the Mayflower II: The need for large trees, 
Wells Reserve, 626 7990  

Five Star and Urban Waters Restoration Grant 
Program – 2016 Request for Proposals is Open! 

On November 3, 2015 the National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation (NFWF) announced an RFP for this public-
private partnership, funded in part by EPA’s Wetlands 
and Urban Waters Programs and the US Forest Service, 
US Fish and Wildlife Service and in conjunction with the 
Urban Waters Federal Partnership. 

Approximately $2.1 million in combined total funding will 
be available to support projects such as stormwater 
management, addressing water scarcity, source water 
protection as well as wetlands, riparian, forest and water 
quality protection and restoration projects in local 
communities especially underserved communities across 
the country. In 2016, the Urban Waters Federal 
Partnership will give special consideration to projects 
which directly advance priorities of the 19 Urban Water 
Federal Partnership designated locations. For more 
information the priorities of the 19 designated locations, 
go to: http://www2.epa.gov/urbanwaterspartners/news-
about-urban-waters#projectbackgrounds.  The geographic 
boundaries of the designated locations can be found in 
the RFP on the NFWF website.   

NFWF will host a webinar for potential applicants on 
November 18, 2015. This RFP closes February 3, 2016.  

For more information go to www.nfwf.org/fivestar. 
 

Earn Up to $20,000 by Applying for a 2016 TD Green 
Streets Award 

TD Green Streets supports innovative practices in urban 
forestry. The program will offer a total of $200,000 in 
awards in support of local forestry projects in low- to 
moderate-income (LMI) neighborhoods. Funding can go 
towards the purchase of trees, tree planting and 
maintenance, education and training opportunities. The 
maximum amount of each award request is $20,000. Not 
more than 50% of the total project funding can be 
designated for new trees. 

To be eligible for a TD Green Streets award, 
municipalities must be a current (2014) Tree City USA 
community within TD Bank's United States footprint. A 
listing of eligible communities, information, requirements, 
and the application can be found at tdgreenstreets.com. 

Grant applications are due November 20, 2015. 
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Standish logger nominated as best in the Northeast 
 
Even though Maine is the most forested state in the nation, 
some people are surprised to find out that not only is 
logging taking place in southern Maine, it also presents a 
unique challenge. 
 

“Even loggers up north don’t think there’s logging in 
southern Maine,” Tim Wing says. 
 

The Maine Forest Products Council (MFPC) has nominated 
Richard Wing & Son Logging of Standish for the 
Northeastern Region Outstanding Logger Award, given by 
the Forest Resources Association. The Wings already were 
honored as MFPC’s Outstanding Logger in 2014 and as the 
state’s Certified Professional Logger in 2001. 
 

Richard Wing, 64, and his son Tim, 42, practiced sustainable 
logging before anyone even called it that. 
 

“I’ve always been a conservative in the logging business,” 
Richard Wing says. “Sometimes people ask, ‘Why is that big 
tree there?’ I tell them if you leave a mixture of sizes of 
wood then you can come back in eight or 10 years and take 
some of them.” 
 

Lynn Wing, Richard’s wife, runs the office with help from 
Sara, Tim’s wife. The family business produces 3.4 million 
board feet of saw timber, 18,000 tons of pulpwood and 
22,900 tons of biomass (for energy) annually. 
 

“They’re not only outstanding loggers, they’re also great 
ambassadors for sustainable forestry and they’re dedicated 
to helping their community,” “says Patrick Strauch, MFPC 
executive director. 
 

While northern Maine logging is often conducted on a large 
scale, lots in southern Maine are small, so logging takes 
place in neighborhoods and close to roads. Many 
landowners in southern Maine have little knowledge or 
experience with forest management, so the family helps 
educate not only landowners, but also their neighbors. The 
bulk of their work takes place within a 30-minute drive of 
Standish, which is part of the greater Portland metropolitan 
area with nearly 40 percent of the state’s population. 
 

“Every time he’s working with a different landowner,” says 
Howard Charles, a former Sappi forester who’s worked with 
Richard Wing for decades. “You can’t predict what they 
want. So he has to listen carefully to their objectives and 
how they want their operation done. He’s in the public eye 
all the time and aesthetics are a huge issue for him.” 

"No town can fail of beauty, though its walks were gutters and its houses hovels, if venerable trees make 
magnificent  colonnades along its streets." 
-   Henry Ward Beecher, Proverbs, 1887    

Tim Wing admits that working in the public eye can “be 
pretty tricky.” People hear the noise of the machinery and 
come to ask questions or watch. Dog walkers cut through 
woodlots. 
 

“People are always checking us out. Most of the people 
down this way are worried ‘Is it a housing development?’ I’ve 
been sworn at a few times,” Tim Wing says with a laugh. 
 

Long-time client John Phinney of Gorham, who owns about 
4,000 acres, has great confidence in the Wings. 
 

“He and his son Tim do a good, clean job. When they get 
done there’s minimal slash and waste left over. They utilize 
the trees well and find good markets for the products,” 
Phinney said. 
 

The Wings have cut Alan Hawkes’ 800-plus acres since the 
mid-1980s. “They’re about as honest as they come,” Hawkes 
says. “They do a great job in the woods. They clean up after 
themselves. I mean they leave it better than it was.” 
 

The Wings, who live in Gorham, are very active in the 
community, holding logging demonstrations, donating 
shavings for the library’s garden and sponsoring the Bonny 
Eagle High School baseball team. 
 

In addition, they’re currently working with state Sen. Bill 
Diamond, co-chair of the Legislature’s Transportation 
Committee, who has put in a bill to make the laws regarding 
weights for pulp trailers consistent with other Maine laws. 
 

“I think they’re wonderful people,” Diamond said. “They’re 
such solid citizens for one thing, but they also are a shining 
example of how a family business can and should be run. 
They’re willing to work seven days a week, as many days as it 
takes. They’re highly respected and they care about the 
community.” - From Maine Forests Products Council 
 

Continued from Pg 1: 

Find us on the web at  projectcanopy.me,  on Facebook 
at facebook.com/ProjectCanopy or on  

twitter @ProjectCanopy 

"My roots are in the depths of the 
woods."    
-   Galle  

Did you know you can always find  the Forest & Shade 
Tree - Insect & Disease Conditions for Maine online? 

Visit http://maine.gov/dacf/mfs/publications/
condition_reports.html 

projectcanopy.me
facebook.com/ProjectCanopy
https://twitter.com/#!/ProjectCanopy
http://maine.gov/dacf/mfs/publications/condition_reports.html
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"Going to the woods is going home." 
-   John Muir    

INTRODUCING YOUR Newest! MFS 
DISTRICT FORESTER 

 
Now that autumn is upon us, it’s a good time to ask: 
“Do you know who your District Forester is?” There 
are currently 10 Maine Forest Service (MFS) District 
Foresters, covering the entire state. A new Forester has 
started in the Northern Aroostook County area. 
 
District Foresters are the Maine Forest Service’s point 
persons for contact with woodland owners, loggers and 
foresters, and the general public. District Foresters lead 
educational workshops and woods tours, talk to school 
children and community groups, and work with private 
foresters and loggers to implement good woodland 
management. Most important, they can meet with you 
in your woods, and help you take the next step to 
achieve your goals for your land.  
 
Randy Lagasse, Ashland 
 
Randy received his Associate Forestry degree from 
University of Maine, Fort Kent. He has worked in the 
forest industry for over thirty years, as a Timber Stand 
Improvement contractor, consulting forester and a 
forestry instructor. Before joining the Maine Forest 
Service Randy served as a Bureau of Public Lands field 
staff member.  He is from Fort Kent and now resides 

Community Wrap-up 

"Each generation takes the earth as trustees.  We ought 
to bequeath to posterity as many forests and orchards as 
we have exhausted and consumed." 
-   J. Sterling Morton    

M A I N E  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  A G R I C U L T U R E ,  
C O N S E R V A T I O N  A N D  F O R E S T R Y  

M a i n e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  
D O U G  D E N I C O  

D I R E C T O R  
Forest Policy and Management Division 

with his wife Kristen in Presque Isle.  Randy has always 
enjoyed the great outdoors of Maine and finds forestry 
to be a fulfilling career. He enjoys winter sports, 
gardening and camp life. 
 
Randy’s contact information and the towns he covers 
can be found here. 
 
As always, you can call the Maine Forest Service for 
more information or assistance at 800 367-0223 (in state) 
or (207) 287-2791, or e-mail forestinfo@maine.gov 

Source: Sustainable Forestry Initiative 

http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mfs/policy_management/ff/n_df.html

